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Biological, psychological, social, cultural and spiritual concepts 
and the interrelatedness are studied in terms of their relevance 
to critical care nursing theory and practice. Current concepts in 
critical care nursing, with 
laboratory, are required. 




710, 730, HLSC 750, and/or concurrent enrollment in 
Course Overview: 
This course is designed to provide the advanced practitioner with 
a practical review of core critical care nursing theory as applied 
to the clinical management of clients with major problems, such as 
craniocerebral trauma, cardiac arrhythmias and cardiopulmonary 
arrest, acute respiratory failure, and fluid-electrolyte and 
acid-base imbalances. The primary purpose of this course is to 
prepare the graduate nursing students to develop their working 
knowledge, skills, and ability to assess, make decisions, and 
intervene effectively with the complex clinical problems 
encountered in caring for critically-ill clients and their 
families. 
Systems theory and the holistic approach to client care is 
emphasized, along with the nurse's role in assuming responsibility 
for promoting health, restoring, and maintaining human systems in 
homeostasis. Technical and operational knowledge of special 
equipment used in the daily care of patients will be mastered. 
Students will integrate scientific knowledge underlying their 
clients' pathophysiological state, and conduct systematic physical 
assessments utilizing appropriate techniques to evaluate them. 
Students will design interventions to minimize adverse effects of 
the critical illness. Lastly, students develop methods of teaching 
selected topics in critical care nursing. 
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Course Objectives: 
Upon 	completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
1. 	 Describe the historical evolution, philosophy, purposes, and 
objectives of critical care nursing. 
2. 	 Synthesize knowledge from core courses in nursing theory and 
research and the support courses in pathophysiology in 
resolving patient/family illness. 
3. 	 Utilize advanced examination techniques in conducting physical 
assessment of the clients' status. 
4. 	 Demonstrate technical and operational knowledge of special 
monitoring equipment used in the daily care of critically 
clients. 
5. 	 Identify major stress factors and related coping mechanisms 
encountered by clients, families, and staff members in a 
critical care setting. 
6. 	 Develop nursing educational programs to assist in the 
theoretical and technical aspects of critical care nursing. 
7. 	 Apply knowledge of ethical/legal/spiritual issues to the 
critically ill client. 
Teaching/Learning Methods: 
Weekly lecture/discussions of current concepts in critical care 
nursing, with skill experience/clinical simulations/return 





Regular class attendance 

Participation in clinical lab experiences weekly 

Computer simulations (optional) 

Required Text: 
Thelan, L.A., Davie, J. K., & L. D. Urden. Textbook of Critical 
Care Nursing: Diagnosis & Management. St. Louis: Mosby 
Co., 1980. 
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Optional Text: 
AACN 	 Procedure Manual for Critical Care. 2nd Ed., Orlando: W. B. 
Saunders, 1985. 
Topical Outline: 
1. 	 Systems Approach to Care of the Critically III 
2. 	 The Psychosocial Basis of Critical Care Nursing 
3. 	 Patient Care Management: Selected Problems 
(i.e., cardiovascular, renal, etc.) 
4 . 	 Principles of Special Procedures and Therapies: 
Instrumentation & Safety and other Legal Issues 
5. 	 Planning for Training and Development of the Critical Care 
Nursing Staff 
Evaluation: 
1. 	 Pre & Post BKAT (Basic Knowledge Assessme~t Test) 10 points 
2. 	 Develop a nursing educational program to assist nurses in the 
theoretical or technical aspects of critical care and follow 
criteria of either INA or AACN for program CEUs (25 points) 
3. 	 Weekly Clinical Lab Performance/Article review. (15 points) 
4. 	 Educational class presentations (15 points each) x 2 
5. 	 Final comprehensive exam (20 points) 
Grading Scale: 
100 93:::: A 

92 - 85 ;; B 

84 -	 75 C 
74 and below = F 
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